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TAGS: ELAB PFOR EG 

SUBJECT: ICATU JOINS IN CRITICISM OF SYRIA 

1 . ALL PAPERS JULY 22 REPORT STATEMENT CONDEMNING SYRIA BY 
EXTRAORDINARY CONFERENCE OF ICATU JULY 21. CONFERENCE 
DEMANDED WITHDRAWAL OF SYRIAN FORCES AND URGED SETTLEMENT 
BETWEEN PALESTINIANS AND SYRIANS. STATEMENT ALSO CALLED ON 
ARAB WORKERS TO VOLUNTEER FOR RANKS OF "PALESTINIAN 
REVOLUTION AND LEBANESE NATIONAL MOVEMENT." 

2. DELEGATION REPRESENTED GENERAL FEDERATION OF PALESTINIAN 
WORKERS REPORTEDLY TOLD CONFERENCE THAT SYRIANS HAVE 
EXECUTED 10 SYRIAN PILOTS WHO REFUSED TO BOMB PALESTINIANS 
IN LEBANON. AMONG THOSE EXECUTED, ACCORDING TO PALESTINIAN 
DELEGATION, WAS WING COMMANDER BADR AL-ZUGHBI. SYRIANS 
ACCUSED OF HAVING DETAINED OR IMPRISONED MORE THAN 

20,000 OPPONENTS OF ASAD REGIME. THESE ACCUSATIONS 
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HADID, HEAD OF GENERAL WORKERS FEDERATION AND MEMBER OF 
REGIONAL COMMAND OF SYRIAN BA'ATH PARTY. HIS REACTION TO 
ICATU AND PALESTINIAN STATEMENTS NOT REPORTED. 

3. COMMENT: IT HIGHLY LIKELY THAT EGYPTIAN ICATU SECGEN 
BULTIYA WAS BEHIND CALLING OF CONFERENCE AND PUSHED HARD 
FOR ANTI-SYRIAN STATEMENT AT GOE BEHEST. 
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